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Sentence Stress
[bookmark: _GoBack]Just like only one syllable is given more importance in a word, only some words are stressed in English sentences: the more information a word carries the more chances it has to be stressed. 

Content Words
Content words are words that have meaning.

Function Words 
Functional words or grammatical words are structural. This means that their main purpose is to hold the sentence together.

There is an important difference in pronunciation between content and grammatical words. Content words tend to be stressed and grammatical words are often pronounced in a reduced form or with a schwa sound.

Exercise 1
Place the following words in the appropriate stressed or unstressed column. Here is a hint: the stressed words are content words and carry meaning; the unstressed words are function words and have a structural role in the sentence.

Adjectives, pronouns, articles, negatives, prepositions, interjections, adverbs, verbs, modals, question words, conjunctions, auxiliaries 
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Exercise 2

Highlight the stressed words in the following sentences.


Sentence #1		Men pay bills. 
Sentence #2		The men pay bills. 
Sentence #3		The men have paid bills. 
Sentence #4		The men have paid the bills. 
Sentence #5		The men have been paying the bills. 
Sentence #6		The men might have been paying the bills. 




