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WARM UP .
Success Stories

The following individuals stand out in creative art, sciences, and technical fields.
Match the person with the success story. Write the ltters of the correct answers in

the spaces provided.
A Tim Berners-Lee F. Lise Watier K. Coco Chanel
Leonard Cohen . Friedrich Nietzsche L. Jean-Paul Riopele.
€. Xavier Dolan H. Malcolm Gladwell M. Dian Fossey
D. Steve Chen L DmitriMendeleev . Tim Horton
E. Marie Curie ). Mary Leakey . Charles Darwin

1. Computer programmer: redited with inventing the World

Wide Web. J—
2. Naturalist: developed the theory of evolution

3. Entrepreneur: created a successful cosmetics company based

in Montreal —

4. Philosopher: wrote philosophical treatises and critcized
traditional religion

5. Fashion designer: created a successful fashion house and is known

for her litle black dress and signature N 5° perfume —
6. Author: grew up in Canada and wrote The Tipping Point and Blink [

7.Painter: born in 1923 in Quebec, his artwork appears in museums

around the world

8. Primatologist: studied great apes and worked to save.

‘mountain gorillas J—
9. Computer maverick: created YouTube with his PayPal buddies. -

10. Chemist: created the periodic table of
11, Entrepreneur: played hockey and started a successful chain

of coffee shops

12.Singer/Witer:grew up in Montreal and influenced songuriters

around the world J—

13. Physicist: work on radioactivity made her the first female to win

Nobel Prize
14. Anthropologist: found evidence of early hominids. .

15. Film director: born in Montreal, he wrote, directed, and starred

ina successful film when he was just twenty years old J—
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READING 2.1
News Profile

David Leonhardt has been a columnist for The New York Times since 2006.In the.
following essay, he examines an interesting theory about success.

Chance and Circumstance
By David Leonhardt

In 1984, a young man named Malcolm graduated from the University of
Toronto and moved to the United States o ty his hand at ournalism. Thanks
o his uncommonly clear writing style and keen ee for a story, he quickly
Ianded a job at The Washington Post. Afer less than a decade at The st he
‘moved up 1o the pinnacle of lterary journalism, The New Yorker There, he
wiote artiles ful of big ideas about the hidden patterns of ordinary life
‘which then became grst for two number one best-sellng books. In the vast

O at Jeast that's ome version of the story of Maleom Gladwell. Her Is
another:In 1984, young man named Malcolm graduated from the Universty
of Torontoand maved o the Urite States oty his hand t journlism Noone
could Kow t then, bt he arived with neatly the perfect backgzound fr is
e Hismothe was  pychetherapit and his fther o mathematician. Their
proessons pointe young Malcom toward the behavioural scences, whose
popularity would explode in the 19905 His mother also Just happened 0 be
\eiteron the side o, unike most children of mathemsaticansaod therapist,
e came o learn,as he woud e recal thatthere s beauty insaing some.
{hing dearly and smply” As ournali, he plumbed thebehavioura esearch
for optimisic essons about the human conditon.and h found an eager audi-
‘nce during the heady, proudly geeky 50s. Hi st book.The Tigping Poin, was
published in March 2000 just days befoe the Nasdaq pesked.

3 These two stoiesabout Gladwellar bothtrue, and yet they are lso very
@fleren. The frst personalizes his sucess. 1 the classically American
Version o hi careet,n that i gives ndividualcharacteisics—alent, hard
work Horatio Alge-lke pluckthe strring role. The second version docsn't
necesarily deny these haracteristic, butt dos sublimate them. The protag-
onist i ot a ingularytalented person who ook advaniageof opportunies.
Heisnstead  talened person wh took advantage f singular opportunities.

4 Gladwelrs lates book. utlers is a passonate argument for aking the
second version o hesory mre sriousy than we now do I 5 no the bright.
st who succeed.”Gladwel writes.Nor i succes simply the sum of th deci
Sions and eforts we make on our own behalf. I i, rather a gif. Oulersare
those who have been given opportuniies—and who have had the srength
and presence of mind oseize them”

5 Hestarts with  leof individualgreatness, about the Beatles o the tans
ofSilcon Vlley or the enormously sccesful generaton o New York Jws
born I the arly twentieth century.Then he adds deailsthat undercut that
tale. SoBillGtes s introducec 3 a young computer rogrammer from Seatte
whose brllance and ambition outshine the brillance and ambition f the
thousands o othe young programmers. But then Gladwelltakes us back o
Seatle,and we discover that Gatess high school happened t0 have a com-
puter club when almost 70 othe high schools did. e then lucked into the
opportunity to use the computers t the University of Washington for hours
o end. By the time he turned twenty he had spent over ten thousand hours
a5 programmer.

. ‘world of non-fction writing. he 1 a clos 10 singular tlent as exists today.
2

»
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6 At the end ofthis revisionit tale, Gladwell asks Gates himself how many.
other teenagers n the world had as mich experience as he had by the early
19705 " there were fifty i the worl, 1d be stunned” Gates says. I had a bet-
e exposure tosoftware development at a young age than | think anyone did
inthat period of time,and all because of an incredibly lucky seriesof evens.”
(Gates's talent and drive were surely unusual. But Gladwell suggests that his
opportunities may have been even more so.

7 Gladwell explores the anomaly of hockey players birthdays. In many of the
bestleaguesinthe workd, amatear o professional roughly 40 percent of the play-
ers were borin January February, o March, whileonly 10 percent were born n
(October, November,or December I  profoundly strange pttern. with a smple:
explanation. The cut-offbrthdate for many youth hockey leagues i January 1.
S0 the children born in the first three months of the year are st a it aider,
bigger and sronger than ther pers These lder children are then funneled nto
al-starteams that offer the best. most intense training. By the ime they become.
teenagers,theie random iital advantage has turned into  realone.

5 At the championship game of the top Canadian Junior league, Gladwell
interviews the father of one player born on January 4. More than half of
the players on his team—the Medicine Hat Tigers—were born in January,
February,or March. But when Gladwel asks the father to explain his son's
sucess,the calendar has nothing to do with it He nstead mentions passion,
talent, and hard work—before adding, s an aside,that the boy was always
bigfor his age.Just imagine,Gladwel wries, f Canada created another youth
hockey league for children born in the second half of the year. It would one
day find itslf with twice as many great hockey players.

5 Outer is almost a politcal manifesto. “We Iook a the young Bill Gates
and that our world that o a fabu-
lously successful entrepreneut” he writes at the end. “But that's the wrong.
lesson. Our world only llowed one thirteen-year-old unlimited access 10 &
timesharing terminal n 1968.1f a millon teenagers had been given the same
opportunity, ow many more Microsofs would we have today™”

10 Aftera decade—and,realy.  generation—in which this country has done
farly litte to build up the insttutions that can foster success, Gladwell is
urging us to rethiak. Once again, his tmiag may prove o be pretty good.
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Source:Adaped from Loonhad,Dave."Chance nd Crcumstance” New ok Ties.

28 Now 2008, warerytimes com/ 2008/ 11/30books e Leonhard- .

W COMPREHENSION

1. Read each word in context, and write the letter of the best defniton.

Paragraph Definition
a) total

b) examined deeply

<) sharp; observant

) enthusiastic

@) feel surprise

) remarkable; exceptional
8) had the good fortune
h) usable material

) take
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2.The essay refers o a newspaper, a magazine, and several books. How should
such titles be set off? Circe the letter of the correct answer.

a) Withquotationmarks b Byunderlining 9 Initalics

3. The first and second paragraphs both describe Malcolm Gladwell success.
‘Whatis the main difference between the two descriptions?

& According to Gladwell,how do birthdates affect a hockey player's success?

5. What advantage did Bll Gates have over others of his generation?

8 Cocamar e e e o e
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ul WATCHING 2.1
The Power of the Underdog

Stoies about unlikely heroes prevaiing against alodds have always been popular
However, st possible tha the lite guy actualy has  secet advantage? n the
interview o the CBS news program 60 inutes, author Malcolm Gladvwell discusses
his book David and Goliath. Watch the episode and answer the questions.

W COMPREHENSION

1. What do most readers get wrong about the story of David and Goliath,
‘according to Malcolm Gladwell?

2. What does Gladwell compare the power of David'sslingshot to?

3,10 the story, why does David develop his skllwith a singshot?
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