[image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
The Pesticide Problem
By Eric Vinje

1 1n our society, it s common to use chemical
pesticides to control nsect pests.In fact,their use
throughout the world has increased by 50 percent
over the las hirty years,Over 25 million tons of
commercial pesticides are now applied annually.
‘The chemical products are aggressively promoted
bylarge companies and government groups making.
up a more than $35-billion-a-year industry. All 5
bunky-dory, ight? Guess again! The problem is, a5
our relance on chemical pesticidesincreases (along.
‘it ther cost, thirefectiveness s declning Crop.
yiekds los 0 insects e greater now than they have.
everbeen, even with increased txicity, What could
possibly be going on here?

2 Tobegin,pesticidescreate secondary pest problems. Chemical insectcides
are rarely selctive and Kill a large number of insect, including the good
ones The environment created by indiscriminate insecticide use often allows
other insects—no the inial pest but different insects seeking out food—to
rapidly increase in number because 0o natural enemies (benefiial insects)
remain to prevent the population explosion. In some Instances, secondary
pests cause greater damage than the insects that were iniialy the problem.
Remember that | percent o the workds inects are considered pests.The other
99 percent play apivotal role n our food chain, and many are indispensable.

3 Insectpests have an uncanny abilit to develop esistance to conventional
insecticides. Although the chemical may Kill mostof the insects, some pests
survive exposure or develop a tolerance 0 it.Currently,there are more than
five hundred insect pest and mite species that have shown resistance.In fac,
some of the most destructiv pets found in the garden cannot be controlled
with today's chemicals. For example, the two-spoted spider mite is  pestin
fruit crops, and it was abl o quickly develop aresistance to miticides, accord-
ing 1o the textbook FuitCrop Eology and Management by Larry Gut etal.

4 Furthermore,there are environmental and social costs to pesticide usage.
In 1962, Dr. David Pimentel,a Cornell entomologis, led a study to determine
theindirector hidden costs of pesticide use. He found,a reported n BiScience
‘magazine, that pesticides indirectly cost the USat least $3billiona year. This i
in additon tothe typical cost/beneft analyses performed by industry o gov-
ernment regulators. Pimentel research included factors like the following:
~Domestic animal deaths and contamination
-Honeybee and pollination losses
Groundwater contamination.

5 Finally, pesticides harm human health. The toxic chemicals have been
linked to headaches, nauses, burred vision, asthma, and other respiraory
problems. Long-term eflects can include infertilty, tumours, and damage
10 the brain, iver, Kidney, and nervous system. A study by the Georgetown
Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center suggests a link between houschold
pesticides and childhood leukemia. Some researchers have linked pesticides
toParkinsonsdisease

6 Naturalpest controlisa safe,saneand costeffctive approach to rotecting
plants from insect damage. I is a concep that works with Mother Nature to
optimize, not maximize,pest control, and i best btained by using a variety
oftechniques. For example beneficial insects can be introduced to attack and
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Kill destructive pests. Ladybugs fo instance, eat the aphids that suck the
e out of plants. There arealso botanical insecticides, derived from plaats,
that can knock down a variety of garden pests. Soaps i, and abrasives can
smother or dehydrate some insects. Thus,there are some safe and effective
‘ways to keep pests under control.
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Source: Adaptd rom Vi, Eic The Pesticide Problem Orgnic GrdeningGar.
‘e planetnaturs comorgan grdening gur/pestcide probler.

3 W COMPREHENSION

1. Whatis the mainsrgument of this ssay? Usingyour own words,write a thsis
Ry ermen o th sy

2.Underline the topi sentences n body paragraphs 2 o 6.

3. Highlight the names of any experts, studies,or books that ar cited in
the articl.

&1 the author's paint of view objective o subjective?
Objective (1 Subjective (1
Provide a quotation from the text o support your choice.

5. Why did the author create his website?

! 6.1sthe aticle biased? I s0, how? Explain your answer.
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W DISCUSSION AND WRITING

‘What i your opinion about pesticide usage? After reading the two artcles, do you
believe pesticdes are mainly helpful or mainly harmful?
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