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The Film Club, Chapter 1 – ANSWER KEY

Themes
‘I know nothing about education except this: that the greatest and most important difficulty known to human beings seems to lie in that area which deals with how to bring up children and how to educate them. – Michel de Montagne (1533-92)’ (1)
Public Education
The School Battle: (5) 
“someplace less savoury, but not school” (3) – school is some place savoury
“there has to be something wrong with him if he hates school” (7) – women’s perspective
versus
“boredom”, “cellular conviction of irrelevance”, “This” as if school were a beast (5)
“I hated school” (7) – men’s perspective
Family Education 
Symbolism: Nightmares, horror
“I still have nightmares about studying from a physics exam; about flipping, with escalating worry, through page after page of my textbook...” (2)
“...double horror, first at what was actually happening, second from this remembered sensation [studying for a physics exam], still very alive in my body. [35 years later]” (2)
Symbolism: Bad boys’ life expectancy – graveyard for elephants (2)
Conflicting realities: Being a good boy is associated with the nightmares and horrors of public education, while being a bad boy leads you to an early grave, not yet a man.
“...he needs to live with a man she said” (2)
School is a battle (5) School is a stressful issue (6), School is distasteful, loathsome, gruesome (I hated school 7), work is loathsome (7), volunteer work is good (7), wine is okay at sixteen years of age (8) 
Symbolism: Education on the finer things in life
“a bit of barnyard” (8) – wine vernacular
Allusion
“Che Guevara” (7) – El Commandante by Fidel Castro’s side during the Cuban Revolution. Also Symbolism, he is about to start a revolution in his family, they will allow their son to drop out.
“How exactly do you seize and carry off a Sabine woman, Dad?” he asked me later (4) – Jesse will “steal” someone’s girlfriend. Allusion to the abduction of the Sabine women at the founding of Rome.
“John-Boy from the Waltons.” (8) – Jesse is interested in movies, culture
“the Detective in Columbo” (10) – “a shrewd but inelegant blue-collar homicide detective whose trademarks include his shambling manner, rumpled beige raincoat and off-putting, relentless investigative approach” (Wikipedia)
Comedy
“Finally, in the course of tutoring him in Latin” (3) – the narrator uses the most boring subject as the backdrop that sets the scene for his “deal” with his son. Might not have been that exact subject. Memoirs are not biographies in that some creativity is allowed.
“This is all making me feel like having a cigarette, then I can worry about getting lung cancer” (14)
Characterization Literary Handbook, p. 3 and 8-9
Form the narrator’s point-of-view
Moral traits: Bad boy (2), liar and slippery customer about school issues (2), sweet-natured boy (3), proud, passionate (3), people liked him, even the police (3), readable when upset (3), a natural at languages (4), afraid of father (4), bad handwriting (4), anxious (5), doesn’t read, loathes sports he likes movies (8), self-conscious – doesn’t want to be seen as a loser (8)
Physical traits: six-foot-four heavy-footed teenager (2), white, untannable face (3), he’s so pale (5), nicotine-stained fingers (4), pale, unhealthy (smokes cigarettes 5), long limbs (6), frame (big body 6), strong, youthful vitality (8)
Inferences from Jesse’s actions
Careless “Absolutely!” (2), uninterested in school “bad grades” (2), unorganized “no notes, no textbook” (3), Bad boy “graffiti” (3), not fit for a life of crime “police officer” 3), bad at languages (Is helmet a verb? 4), Joker / sociable (8), wine knowledge (Corbière 8)
The evolution of Jesse’s character in the first chapter:
The symbolism, metaphors and other literary devices used to describe Jesse evolve from negative to positive. He is seen from a negative perspective before he makes the decision to not stay in school. After he has made the decision to leave school and accept his father’s deal, the perspective on Jesse brightens and lightens considerably. “God, he has a beautiful smile.” (9)

Foreshadowing
‘I know nothing about education except this: that the greatest and most important difficulty known to human beings seems to lie in that area which deals with how to bring up children and how to educate them. – Michel de Montagne (1533-92)’ (1)
Foreshadowing come true: 
“He was scared of me. I hated that. I never knew if it was a father-and-son thing or whether I, in particular, with my short temper, my inherited impatience, was the source of his anxiety. ‘Nevermind,’ I said. ‘This’ll be fun anyway. I love Latin.’” (4)
“He’s got to do something. But what? What can I get him to do that won’t be a repetition of the whole school debacle? (8)
“‘Close the door, Jesse, for Pete’s sake!’ (We were learning all sorts of things today) (15) 
“‘You have to admit it, Dad, this is a great film.’” (15) They still have a long ways to go in his education, but at least, he is motivated.
Hyperbole
“every conceivable hiding place in his bedroom. (2)
“It was a kind of boredom, but a rarified kind, an exquisite, almost cellular conviction of the irrelevance of the task at hand.” (5) 

“I knew it in my blood” (5)
“I’ll drop a fucking house on you” (10) – No comment!
“He vaulted back onto the couch” (15)

Juxtaposition
“A dentist and his wife, their son finishing up a business degree at some university in Boston. They waved, we waved back. What if I’m wrong? ‘So,’ I said, ‘Have you been thinking about what we talked about?’ (9)

Metaphor
“someplace less savoury, but not school” (3) a place does not have any taste.
“give him hell” (3) – also a hyperbole
“the clarity of slammed door” (3) 
“this should have been a breeze” (4) 
“I shoved them up my ass” (5) – no comment!
“This was a place I’d never been before” (6) – this “place” is the “belief” (psychological, abstract) that it’s okay to drop out. 
“Spit it out!” (6) – you don’t spit out words, you speak them.
“I braced myself” (6)
“a worst-case scenarist” (7) – She is an actress
“living in a cardboard box in Los Angeles” (7) – metaphor for a failed life
“came to filmmaking through the back door” (11)
“sowing your wild oats” (11) – to be a bit wild

Nostalgia
“I was stopped at a red light...” (Full opening paragraph)
Simile
“the city grey like the ocean” (3) – unpromising 
“as unmistakeable as the sound of a breaking window” (5) – clarity 
“rather like a cat at an unfamiliar dish of milk” (9) – 
“I felt like the Detective in Columbo” (10) – see allusion
“It’s like learning a variation on grammar” (10) – 
“Like a dandruffy high school teacher” (12) - boring
“I was starting to sound like Morse code machine” (14) – repetitive, robotic
“as if a horse was standing there” – no comment 

Symbolism
“The marquee was blocked by a tree in full flower...” (1) – Jesse’s life is now promising.
“the dazzling ocean […] such immensity […] he looked worried […] he’s free” (12-13) – Freedom is scary – “I worry that maybe I’ve ruined my life” (13)
Loaded passage: Metaphor, Simile, Symbolism, Juxtaposition
“When I was a teenager, I believed that there was a place where bad boys went when they dropped out of school. It was somewhere off the edge of the earth, like that graveyard for elephants, only this one was full of delicate white bones of little boys” (1-2)
Metaphor: somewhere off the edge of the earth
Simile: like that graveyard for elephants
Symbolism: lack of education makes for unpromising, dark, dreary future
Juxtaposition: bad boys have delicate white bones (white is pure) 

“at my loft (it was in an old candy factory)” (6) – his son is headed for the graveyard for bad boys because he will not graduate from high school and his dad who graduated from university lives in Candy Land.
Oxymoron
“agreeable dread” 
Personification/ Anthropomorphism
“I remembered the sensation, still very alive in my body.” (2)
“I became aware of a kind of hum in the room.” (3-5) – rooms do not hum like bored humans
“I woke up in the middle of the night [...] and wandered over to the window. The moon hung disproportionately low in the sky; it had lost its way and was waiting to be called home” (7).
Zoomorphism
“Those cigarettes are leeching the life out of him” (5)
[bookmark: _GoBack]“My stomach fluttered” (10)
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