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Terrorism, Evil and Gun Violence
Short Story – “The Nature of Pure Evil” 
Perspectives Plus (Handout + Moodle) p. 110-123

a. Symbolism
Anything symbolizing innocence, purity versus anything evil works

“bubbly lie” (82)
“Oh, c’est diabolique, c’est mauvais, je l’aime” (204) (Adultery) 
“the black hairs glistened silver in the candlelight.” (233-234)
“Hedy looked up at the fresco and saw a bucolic scene of little satyrs chasing plumb nymphs across a faux-distressed plaster. The candlelight flicked shadows across it. Creating the illusion that the creatures were moving, darting in and out of flames. She thought of Stanley and his bride, Stephanie, tousling on a king-sized bed…” (267-271)

“She thought about her childhood, a textbook case of love and understanding. Pork chops and applesauce, Snakes and Ladder, backyard swingsets…” (283-284)

“She thought about Stanley, her affection for the springy rust-coloured hairs on his chest” (288)

“It was the quiet ones who surprised everyone when they finally opened their mouths to roar, wasn’t it? (301-302)

“But Hedy has combed her heart and found no detritus, no coiled reddish hairs, no rust flakes.” (320-321)

“Hedy’s mood loses a little of its buoyancy.” (333-334)

“She is the one without sin striding quickly across the burning desert, thin sandals moulded to her calloused feet, the quarter hot and round and flat in the hollow of her hand.” (352-354)
 
b. Allusion
“the Saviour, the Bible” (14)
“Jesus Christ Superstar” (15)
“the Sun King” (22)
“Time Bandits and the Time Crunch Decade” (61)
“my box of Quality Street and some Bessie Smith” (42)
“a martini like ‘Roger Moore would have drunk.’” (89)
“Rod Stewart’s ‘Your in My Heart, You’re in My Soul.’” (138)
“Hitler, Clifford Olson, David Koresh, those blond monsters in St-Catharines, all anonymous albino hitmen everywhere” (149-151)
“a Kerrisdale matron” (182)
“an American professor of hers named Bloom, who decried moral relativism, (…) The Closing of the American Mind” (214-215) (Anti-woke book)
“those rugby players that crashed in the Andes” (226)
“the Jesus of Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber.” (303-304)

c. Comedy
“This was one week after she had carefully ironed his white tuxedo shirt and sent him off to his own wedding.” (76-77)
“Gotta go, kiddo, Steph’s waiting in the car” (128-129)
“Bridget made as if the was zipping up her mouth with her fingers and then tossing the key over her shoulder. (…) Hedy could almost hear the key tinkle on the restaurant’s terra-cotta tiles” (196-198)
“‘It depends on what you mean by evil,’” said Donna von something. (211) 
“‘Fall in Ottawa is fabulous.’ Bridget said. Everyone shushed her.” (237)

d. Metaphor
“the employees pride themselves on organizing their days effectively, conquering gridlock of the mind” (60-61)
“craning their necks from across the road” (98)
“goosenecking for a better view” (105)
“Bridgit felt compelled to launch a crusade to prove Stanley was evil” (112-113)
“After Hedy finished the Reader’s Digest version” (118)
“some dame spread-eagled across the bed in filmy lingerie, cooing B-movie enticements. (145-146)
“the caller is crying wolf” (153)
“the cat, claws and all, would tumble out of the bag.” (169)
“Didn’t Jesus say, Let he who is without sin cast the first stone? (…) and Hedy, well, she is without sin. She is the Lamb.” (184-186)
“she would mentally thrash all dissenters” (219)
“the devil’s advocate” (308)
“The Iranians are there, passing out their pamphlets, counting on the milk of human kindness.” (315-316)
“But Hedy has combed her heart and found no detritus, no coiled reddish hairs, no rust flakes.” (320-321)
“Bridgit tut tuts, ‘Oh, those darn Time Bandits!’” (344)


e. Hyperbole
“the temples of today anyways, some as violently rococo as the court of the Sun King”
“the love affair of the century” (187)

f. Simile
“see people empty like ants from the art gallery” (3)
“Hedy is like Jesus in the temple, screaming, Get Out!” (9-10)
“Hedy lifted the iron and it hissed like a small dragon” (33)
“Swollen eyes bulging like tennis balls” (45)
“looked like she’d stopped breathing” (52)
“a martini like ‘Roger Moore would have drunk.’” (89)
“Like Jesus.” (111)
“on a mere whim, crushed children’s head s like melons” (124)
“twisting a little like a freshly hooked fish” (181)
“Bridget made as if the was zipping up her mouth with her fingers and then tossing the key over her shoulder.” (196-197)
“as if she had just scored a point at the high school debating tournament.” (229)

g. Oxymoron
The Nature of Pure Evil (title)

h. Hindsight

i. Personification
“Her fork swayed dreamily above her lemon mousse” (208-209)
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