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Short Story – “The Woman Who Talked to Horses” 
Perspectives Plus p. 101-109

a. Symbolism
Relationship woes and communication failure: communication is dead
Misogyny and sexism : Women and horses are the same.

b. Allusion

c. Comedy
“How you making it, kid” (131)

d. Metaphor

“Watch her mew (…) and burn” (39)
“Zombies” (67)
“It seemed to me all the life had gone out of that house” (77-79)
“when some nut was tying to get it from you. (94)
”a velvelty, softly arching laugh” (114-115)
“My wife (…) She had this fixed, zombielike expression” (134-135)
“this woman carried some sort of chip around her shoulder.” (145-146)
“But it’s crazy for me to fork over hundreds of dollars…” (149-150)
“Mercy was a dreamer” (172)
“You got a screw loose” (192)
“Go for the throat, I thought. Get them in the old jugular.” (215)

e. Hyperbole
“She wanted me to know she’d heard that story a thousand time before” (90-91)
“Sarah is prone to the odd explosion” (110)
“I had no idea what the hell was going on.” (122-123)

f. Simile
“It was quiet as a tomb in there.” (154)

g. Oxymoron

h. Foreshadowing


i. Zoomorphism 
“strutted back inside” (108)
“the horse lady” (139)
“She got her car started again and slapped it up into first gear.” (254)


j. Personification
“They will talk to me when they will talk to no one else” (1-2)
“You’d think the bastards hard gone on vacation.” Also a metaphor (66-67)
“Egorinski, (…) He was telling me a joke.” (250)
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