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Memoir: Girls Gone Mild – ANSWER KEY
by Rupinder Gill p. 142-150

Exercise 1: Literary Devices
Find one quotation for each following literary device in Memoir: Girl Gone Mild:
[bookmark: _Hlk49379013]
Pun, Comedy, Allusion, Repetition, Metonym, Narrator (describe type), Metaphor, Hyperbole and Sarcasm Extra: situational irony


Pun - substituting a word in an expression for another word, similar in sound or spelling, in order to create an effect such as irony, sarcasm, humour, etc.  
Girls Gone Mild
Comic, comedy, Humour (explaining a joke kills it!) 
“Springa Break” (5) – Comedic combination of Spring Break and Rumspringa
“Ram-Singha” (40) – Comedic combination Rumspringa and India language
“party like it’s 1899” (4) – Comedic variation on the title of Prince’s song “1999”.
“Fight with parents about their annual two-shirt, two pants back-to-school shopping policy” (37)
“Pray that sideburns spontaneously fall off by Labour Day” (39) – Refers to the stereotype or fact that Indians are know for their excessive hairiness and/or to the fact that it is frowned upon to cut their hairs.  
“Sessions would be set up for courses such as You Are Not Your Cousin Ravi: How to Function in a Culture That Doesn’t Compare You Against Everybody Else’s Kids and Less is More: A Workshop in Applying Men’s Musk Oil Cologne” (45) – self-explanatory
“[...] it seemed fairly clear that we had very different lives. For starters, they had two distinct eyebrows, while above my eyes I had one hibernating slug.” (88) – hairiness; also, see metaphor
“No doubt the Indian’s swimming team practises in full snowsuits with matching glittery bracelets.” (159) – stab at the fact that women are not allowed to show skin
“We had created a deep friendship based on mutual love of eating and complaining about our weight and each year swapping lists of New Year’s resolutions that we had abandoned like clockwork by January 15.” (212) – juxtaposition of a positive feeling about a negative habit; also shows that she is essentially Canadian since she makes, abandons her New Year’s resolutions like a true Canadian!
“Or lost ten pounds (2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006)” (218-219) – She is hinting that she could be 60 pounds overweight. (See also, repetition, hyperbole)
“If I tried to do only one item on the list each year, I would have one foot in a ballet shoe and the other in the grave” (219-220) – The expression usually refers to only one foot while she situated to other in a piece of equipment from of the activities on her childhood bucket list.
Allusion (also humour) 
Party Like It’s 1899 Reference to Prince’s 1999 song; Prince, The Glory Years Documentary 
“northern Punjab nunneries” (50)
Repetition – repeating a word for effect
“You cook, clean, babysit, clean, get good grades, clean, be silent, clean, and don’t challenge your parents in any way – especially while cleaning.” (8)
Metonym
In metonymy (meTOnomy - METonym - Greek for “change of name”) – a metaphor – the literal meaning of the literal term for one thing is applied to another with which it has become closely associated because of a recurrent relation in common experience. Thus, “the crown” or “the spectre” can be used to stand for the king and “Hollywood” for the film industry (Abrams 103). 
“I grew up in a town whiter than snow” (12) – The people are white, not the town; town has replaced people.
Narrator
The narrator seems honest, well-intended:
“I didn’t have time for a continent-wide consensus, but from what I know...” (17)
“I don’t wholly blame my parents for my lacklustre childhood. Having been to India [...] Since their own childhoods were so limited, I understood why they didn’t see value in the things we were missing out on.” (lines 51-64)
“They [Canadian kids] had freedom – my version of freedom at least” (91-62) – She is forthcoming in that these kids probably had their own version of freedom.

“Yes I know, not every kid visited Disney World” (169)

“I don’t think I ever achieved one of my New Year’s resolutions [examples]” (216)
The author uses characterization by showing and not only by telling, which means that she does not intend to force conclusions on the readers but rather lets the readers draw their own conclusions from the examples she provides.

Metaphor
“[...] it seemed fairly clear that we had very different lives. For starters, they had two distinct eyebrows, while above my eyes I had one hibernating slug.” (88) – Another reference to excessive hairiness that takes life in the form of an insect that moves across her forehead.
“fun-proof cave” (133) 
“our parents’ tundra hearts” (200) – An Indian parent with a tundra heart (Canadian reference) 
“If I tried to do only one item on the list each year, I would have one foot in a ballet shoe and the other in the grave” (219-220) – meaning very old.
Hyperbole   is a bold overstatement or the extravagant exaggeration of fact or possibility. The contrary figure of speech is the understatement (Abrams 127). Party like it is 1899 is an understatement because presumably no parties happened at that time. 
“There is a phenomenon in Amish culture called Rumspringa” (1) – Exaggeration of a simple rite of passage.
“July – summer camp, family trip, or cottage. Activities include swimming, canoeing, travelling, laughter, horseplay, tomfoolery and general merriment. Mother glazed ham while father reads Russian classics and smokes a pipe. Kids dance around […] fabulous new back to school clothes while dreading the inevitable return to academia.” (21-28) – The hyperbole is intensified by the author’s downplaying of this perfect childhood summer stereotype that she introduces as just “typical”. Everyone knows that no one kid experiences all these activities in a summer.
“A town whiter than snow” (12) – exaggeration 
“Annual two shirts, two pants back-to-school shopping policy” (38) – Exaggerating it to a corporate level rule
“Raised us by the standards for Northern Punjab Nunneries” (50) – Exaggeration comparing upbringing to being in a convent, which she later reveals was not her case: she spent her summers watching TV while “from a young age [Indian kids] are expected to make a contribution to the house, not simply hang up your favourite cartoon poster in it.” (54-55) 
“I could have added a million more items” (152-153)
Sarcasm is a type of irony in which what is implied differs from what is expressed, with the intent to ridicule, irritate or mock (Literary Handbook)
[bookmark: _Hlk114134258]“[...] only a fool would think that learning a life-saving skill is more important than keeping your body hidden forever” (157) – She thinks the opposite, learning to swim is more important than hiding one’s body.
“At least they were considerate enough to yell ‘No!’ in less than a minute, allowing me to go back to bed and get another hour of sleep before school.” (194-196)
“My mother always had the same response: ‘I have enough animals in this house already!’” (201-202)
Situational Irony occurs when incongruity appears between expectations of something to happen, and what happens instead. Thus, the final outcome is opposite to what the audience is expecting. Situational irony generally includes sharp contrasts and contradictions. The purpose of ironic situations is to allow the readers to make a distinction between appearances and realities, and eventually associate them to the theme of a story. (Literarydevices.net)
“Brief breaks for house-cleaning and being nagged for not cleaning enough” (33-34) One would expect to receive praise for cleaning, not the opposite. 
“I felt envious – not for their marriages, but for their ability to swim.” – the reader would expect her to be envious for her friends’ marriages. 
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