Name: ___________________

Date: ___________ 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 604-HJ2-RI
Midterm Seminar - Speech and Essay

	Competency #1: To present orally the analysis of a literary work, or of a production with a social or cultural theme in the original English version.


	Competency #2: To produce a written analysis of a literary work, originally written in English, or of a production with a social or cultural theme.
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OVERCOMING CHILDHOOD 
Seminar: The Analytical Speech – 20%
Using the self-created, reader-response approach (Perspectives Plus Pgs. 184,195-197), examine the impact a character, a theme or a passage had on you. Use contextual, cultural, and literary elements from one or more of the following texts: Girls Gone Mild, The Film Club, and Kamala Harris Shaped by Berkeley and a Do Something Mother.
Organize your ideas the same way that you would plan a written essay: intro, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Use a thesis and topic sentences. (Perspectives Plus, pgs. 185-187)
Include at least two to three new vocabulary words in each of your sentences.

Be sure to use proper word and sentence stress and pronounce the verb endings clearly (-ed, -s, ing). End your speech with a discussion question and make at least 3 comments/questions to others’ discussion. 
Do not read or recite from memory. You can use cue cards. Be concise. Practise, practise, practise.

Be enthusiastic about your topic and ideas. Appear confident and comfortable. Make regular eye contact with everyone. Speak clearly and at a natural pace; not too fast and not too slow. Your talk must last from 6 to 8 minutes + discussion
Seminar Speech Topics

1. Rumspringa is a period during which Amish adolescents are left to “sow their wild oats.” Why do you think the elders permit this? Does your culture have a Rumspringa? Should your culture have one? 

2. Discuss the reasons you agree or disagree with the following statement: Parents raise their children the way they themselves were raised. 

3. Why do people take stock of their lives when they turn twenty, thirty, forty, and so on?

4. Take position for or against the following: You can never go back. 

5. Indian parents are prepared to make great sacrifices when it comes to their children’s education including sacrificing leisure activities and Holidays. They are also willing to work extra hours and take a second job. All of this means more work and less leisure. Do their Canadian counterparts make similar or different sacrifices? How do parents’ view on education and readiness to sacrifice affect their children’s upbringing?

6. “The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree” is a proverb that means that a child grows up to be like his or her parents. Do you agree?
7. What is the role of the parent in a child’s education now that we have public school systems? Elaborate considering one of the following quotes: 

a.  “Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.” 

– Aristotle 

b. “The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of education.” 

– Martin Luther King.

c. “The paradox of education is precisely this - that as one begins to become conscious one begins to examine the society in which he is being educated.” 

– James Baldwin

d. “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 

– Nelson Mandela 

e. “When women are educated, their countries become stronger and more prosperous.” – Michelle Obama
f. We realize the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.” Malala Yousafzai

g. “One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.” Malala Yousafzai

h. “When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful.” Malala Yousafzai

8. How does culture affect the way we grow? Do you believe Einstein was right when he said: “the only thing that interferes with my learning is my education?”
	Criteria
	10
	8
	6
	4
	0

	CONTENT AND CLARITY

/10 points
	Accomplished: Student clearly synthesises pertinent ideas; substantial and rich in information that generates interest and effectively uses and cites multiple sources.
	Skillful: Student mostly clearly synthesises mostly pertinent ideas; mostly substantial and rich in information that mostly generates interest and mostly effectively uses and cites some sources.
	Acceptable: Student exchanges ideas with some difficulty which sometimes lack pertinence, clarity. May appear insubstantial, obvious, or lacking in details. Uses one source effectively. Unclear usage of other sources. 
	Below standards: Student has difficulty to exchange ideas, or several of them are not clearly expressed, very insubstantial, obvious, or illogical which undermines interest in message. No citations or unclear usage of sources. Hardly engages the audience.
	Unacceptable: Student is unable to exchange pertinent ideas, or the ideas exchanged are incomprehensible, completely insubstantial, obvious, or illogical. No quoting, paraphrasing, Ideas fail to engage an audience.

	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	0

	VOCABULARY
/10 points
	Completely task-appropriate, concise, detailed, and formal vocabulary related to the task.
	Mostly task-appropriate, concise, precise, detailed, and formal vocabulary related to the task.
	Acceptable presence of words related to the task. Some generic and vague vocabulary, somewhat informal. Lacks detailed vocabulary. 
	Weak vocabulary related to the task. Mostly uses generic, vague, and informal vocabulary. Lacks details, preciseness, and conciseness. 
	Absence of vocabulary related to task. Very weak generic, and informal vocabulary. No details. Unconcise. 

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	0

	GRAMMAR 

/5 points
	Commanding grammar and style that enhance the communication. 
	Very proficient grammar and style that support the communication.
	Minor mistakes in grammar and style that do not support but do not affect the quality of the communication and the message.
	Several mistakes in grammar and style that affect the quality of the communication but not the message.
	Many mistakes in grammar and style that affect the quality of the communication and the message.

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	0

	INTERACTION
/5 points
	A capacity to interact, asking or making all grammatically correct, pertinent questions or comments. 
	A capacity to interact, asking or making almost all grammatically correct, pertinent questions or comments.
	A capacity to interact, asking or making many grammatically correct, pertinent questions or comments.
	Incapacity to interact, asking or making 2 grammatically correct, pertinent questions or comments.
	Incapable of asking or making grammatically correct, pertinent questions or comments. 

	
	7
	5.5
	4.25
	2.75
	0

	COMMUNICATION

/7 points
	Pronunciation, debit, intonation, and poise proficiently support content and generate interest. Student effectively presents for message retention.
	Pronunciation, debit, intonation, and poise skillfully mostly support content and mostly generate interest, with minor errors. Student mostly presents for message retention.
	Some errors, but pronunciation, debit, intonation, and poise support content / generate interest in a way that the quality of, but not the message, is affected. Slightly presents for message retention.
	Pronunciation, debit, intonation, and poise undermine content, interest, and message. The speaker appears to be reciting a text. Unclear whether techniques are used to ensure audience retains message.
	Pronunciation, debit, intonation, and poise are incapable of supporting content and generating interest. The message is greatly affected. Speaker reads a text. Does not present for audience retention.

	
	3
	2.5
	1.75
	1.25
	0

	COMPLIANCE AND RESPECT
/3 points
	Sources from course content are clearly used. Cue cards with keywords only are preapproved before presentation. Proficient use of visuals (PP, video) without full sentences. Vocabulary sheet and evaluation rubric are handed in. Student shows professionalism throughout the presentations: patience, diplomacy, civility and reacts in a respectful manner and uses polite language. Level of language is professional, gender is neutral. No slang. 

	Total                                                                  /42.5 
	20%


*5% penalty for every thirty seconds less than and minute over the seven-minute mark. Max of 10% penalty for time. Cues cards must be approved before the presentation starts – no presentation will be allowed with full text on cue card
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Seminar: The Formal Analytical Essay – 15%
Write a well-organized essay of about 450 words on one of the topics below. You must write an intro, two or more body paragraphs and a conclusion. Use and identify proper essay structure (H, TH, TS, CS)
Using the secondary-source reader-response approach, “analyze one or more texts seen in class withing a broader sociocultural context” (Perspectives Plus Pgs. p.184-187). Support the thesis with arguments using quotations, paraphrases and/or statistics, examples and/or anecdotes. You must use secondary sources. Respect intellectual property! Mention the authors and the titles of the works that appear in your essay (See Citing Sources, Moodle)
Use specific task-related words and expressions. Complete the Essay Writing Checklist to revise and make sure you comply with all instructions. No works cited list is necessary. No presentation page is necessary, just a header. Put grid on top, then essay.
Authorized Materials 

You are allowed to use your dictionary and an outline. You cannot use translators or any integral text from the Internet without quoting or paraphrasing and referring to the authors and their work. The quotes do not count in the number of words.
Seminar Essay Topics

Should parents give their kids complete freedom at a certain point in time? Is this a North American dream? Should there never be such a time, that is, should parents always play a role in the lives of their offspring?
Is it possible to be childlike without being childish? 
When is childhood over? Can an adult experience Disney World or camp as a child would?

Is childhood beautiful or is it an erroneous modern concept?
Who has the most to lose from the big decisions of childhood, children or their parents? 

Is it possible to reconcile with bad childhood? Does the adult version of oneself care more about one’s childhood than when one was a child?
Is it possible to reconcile a bad childhood for a nation? Examine the idea of reconciliation of former students of Canadian reservation school system.
Can childhood memories affect the scope of adulthood?
How does culture play an important part in education? 
Does literature play an important part in education?
Should there be mandatory parenting courses, meaning that one cannot become a parent unless they have passed the course?
Should parents be left with the sole purpose of the emotional education of their children?
Is it the school system’s responsibility to build personality?

Is school boring and unnecessary? Explore the stereotype. 
Statistics show that more girls attend post-secondary education. Explore the mainstream idea that school is not made for boys. What does that mean for them? 
	Example header

Student’s name

English 604-HJ2
Group ....
	( ___ words)

October ?th, 20__
 Teacher’s Name


Speech and Essay Checklist

	Verify that the essay has the following elements:
	Check (

	
	Yes
	No

	Formatting

	The essay is double-spaced, with a clear and catchy title and a proper header. Paragraphs are indented. The essay has a large font (ex. Arial, size 14).
	
	

	The essay is divided into paragraphs: introduction, body paragraphs and 
conclusion and does not exceed the number of words. Mark every 50 words
	
	

	Reliable sources are used, quoting and paraphrasing appropriately with proper punctuation. Sources are always acknowledged (clearly identified) in text.
	
	

	Introduction

	The introduction begins with a Hook/Grabber to get the reader’s attention: dramatic entrance, short anecdote, background information, historical information or a quotation.  Identified (G) and highlighted in yellow
	
	

	The introduction builds up to a clearly identifiable thesis statement. Identified (TH) and highlighted in yellow
	
	

	The thesis statement provides the main idea of the essay directly without using “This essay is about” or “I will explain.”
	
	

	Body Paragraphs

	Each body paragraph supports the thesis statement. 
	
	

	Each body paragraph has a clearly identifiable topic sentence. 

Identified (TS) and highlighted in yellow
	
	

	The topic sentence in each paragraph is supported with adequate evidence and specific details (several supporting points with examples).
	
	

	Each body paragraph has unity and focuses on one main idea.
	
	

	Each body paragraph has a concluding statement or remark. 

Identified (CS) and highlighted in yellow
	
	

	Conclusion

	The main points are briefly restated in the conclusion.
	
	

	The conclusion ends with a clincher, quotation, suggestion, or prediction.
	
	

	The conclusion does not introduce new or contradictory information.
	
	

	Academic Writing

	No Personal pronouns (I, me, you, we, us); Possessive pronouns (mine, yours, ours); Possessive adjectives (my, your, our);
	
	

	There are no contractions in the text. (ex. Don’t, wanna, it’s)
	
	

	The language level is formal and does not include slang words (ex. Stuff).
	
	

	Vocabulary

	Use at least 20 new words and expressions. Make words bold. 
	
	

	Include at least 4 transitional words or expressions in each paragraph but aim for at least 1 every other sentence for logic, underline them.
	
	

	
	
	


Outline
Instructions

Complete the outline below. One sentence only per item for in-class exams. 
Title: ________________
Intro

Hook/Grabber/Lead-in: 

Background info:

Thesis Statement:

Paragraph #1

Topic Sentence:
Arguments/Evidence:
Concluding Statement:

Paragraph #2

Topic Sentence:
Arguments/Evidence:
Concluding Statement:
Paragraph #3

Topic Sentence:
Arguments/Evidence:
Concluding Statement:
Conclusion
	Criteria
	10
	8
	6
	4
	0

	CONTENT AND CLARITY

/10 points
	Accomplished: Student clearly and logically synthesises pertinent task-related ideas; substantial and rich in information that generate interest* and uses and cites multiple sources effectively.
	Skillful: Student mostly clearly and logically synthesises mostly pertinent task-related ideas, mostly substantial and rich in information that mostly uses and cites some sources effectively.
	Acceptable: Student exchanges task-related ideas which sometimes lack pertinence, clarity, and logic. May appear insubstantial or obvious that generate minor interest. Uses one source effectively. Unclear usage of other sources. 
	Below standards: Student has difficulty to exchange task-related ideas, or several of them are not clearly expressed, very insubstantial, obvious, or illogical which undermines interest in message. No in-text citations or unclear usage of sources.
	Unacceptable: Student is unable to exchange pertinent ideas, or the ideas exchanged are vague, completely insubstantial, obvious, or illogical. No quoting, or paraphrasing. Ideas are too complex and/or fail to engage audience.

	
	7.5
	6
	4.5
	3
	0

	ORGANIZATION

/7.5 points
	An efficiently organized and very coherent text that makes connections explicit. Reads easily. All the essential elements are used properly: H, T, Ind, G, TH, TS, CS, WC**.
	A well-organized and coherent text that makes most connections for the reader. Mostly reads easily.  Most of the essential elements are properly used: H, T, Ind, G, TH, TS, CS, WC
	A mostly well-organized and coherent text that makes some connections. Some parts must be re-read.  Some of the essential elements are used properly: 

H, T, Ind, G, TH, TS, CS, WC
	A somewhat organized text that sometimes lacks coherence and clear connections. Some contradictions. Difficult read. Most of the essential elements are used improperly: 

H, T, Ind, G, TH, TS, CS, WC
	A disorganized text that lacks coherence and clear connections. Hard read.  Most of the essential elements are used improperly or are missing: 

H, T, Ind, G, TH, TS, CS, WC

	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	0

	VOCABULARY

/10 points
	Completely task-appropriate, concise, detailed, and formal vocabulary related to the task. Right connotation.
	Mostly task-appropriate, concise, precise, detailed, and formal vocabulary related to the task. Mostly right connotation.
	Acceptable presence of words related to the task. Some generic and vague vocabulary. Lacks detailed vocabulary. Neutral connotation.
	Weak task-related vocabulary. Mostly uses generic and vague vocabulary. Lacks details, preciseness, and conciseness. Some wrong connotations.
	Absence of vocabulary related to task. Very weak generic vocabulary. No details, precision, and conciseness. Wrong usage of connotation.

	
	2.5
	2
	1.5
	1
	0

	GRAMMAR 

/2.5 points
	Commanding grammar and style that enhance the communication. 
	Very proficient grammar and style that support the communication.
	Minor mistakes in grammar and style that do not affect the quality of the communication and the message.
	Several mistakes in grammar and style that affect the quality of the communication but not the message.
	Many mistakes in grammar and style that affect the quality of the communication and the message.

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	0

	SYNTAX & PUNCTUATION         

/5 points
	Effective application of syntax and punctuation. Complex and varied sentence structure. 
	Mostly effective application of syntax and punctuation. Some complex, varied sentence structure. 
	Good application of syntax and punctuation. Some fragments, incomplete or wordy sentences. Affect the quality but not the message.
	Undermining application of syntax and punctuation. Many fragments and ineffective sentences. 
	Application of syntax and punctuation greatly affects message. 

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	0

	ACADEMIC WRITING AND RESPECT

/5 points
	Follows proper MLA style and rules of academic writing. Content is respectful.
	Mostly follows MLA style and rules of academic writing.
	Some MLA style and academic writing mistakes. 
	Several MLA style and academic writing mistakes.
	Several MLA style and academic writing mistakes. Content is disrespectful.

	
	2.5
	2
	1.5
	1
	0

	SPELLING

          /2.5 points
	Impeccable spelling.
	Good spelling.
	Acceptable spelling.
	Many spelling mistakes that undermine the communication. 
	Spelling greatly undermines paper. 

	Total                                                                  /42.5 
	15% 


***Content may generate interest for a non-expert audience by the use of literary devices such as humour, metaphors, similes, hyperboles, sarcasm, etc. 

**H-header, T-title, Ind-indentation, G-grabber, TH-thesis statement, TS-topic sentence, CS-concluding sentence, WC-works cited. ***5% penalty for every 25 words less than and to the task 450 words. Maximum penalty of 10%


